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Presidentôs View from the 
Pitwall 
by Dave Schroetter 

The Porsche world used to be 

much simpler.  You bought a 

Porsche, drove it home, drove it to the track 

and drove it to gatherings of other Porsche 

folks.  All  you thought about when 

purchasing was the model, color, possibly 

wheels and did you want the sun shining on 

your head.  You drove the car everywhere, 

rain or shine, and even in the snow. 

Porsches were Porsches!  Yes, there were the 

arguments that some were not real Porsches 

and instances where they were not 

considered for PCA membership.  But by 

and large it was a group of like-minded 

people with very similar cars.  Club events 

were very similar as well; driving, showing, 

and socializing. 

Soon people started wanting more creature 

comforts and choices to personalize their 

Porsche.  In addition, outside forces started 

to creep into the equation.  Fuel shortages, 

environmental, and safety issues were three 
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of the major ones.  They started to impact 

the performance and appearance of the car 

with fuel economy, emission controls and 

impact bumpers. 

It wasnôt long before the Porsche purists 

were shocked to find out that there was a 

Porsche with the engine attached to the 

wrong end of the car.  What was next, a 

minivan?  Little did they know!  Soon you 

could choose whether you wanted the car 

driven by two or four wheels. 

But now there are so many decisions to 

make.  Many models, exterior and interior 

color choices, seats, interior materials, audio 

and communications, transmission, wheels, 

tires, brakes, climate control, creature 

comforts, performance options, and even 

light options. 

Along with all of the changes in the car came 

changes in the people who bought and drove 

them.   No longer is it just the enthusiast, but 

people who view a Porsche very differently. 

Itôs the person who sees it as a luxury 

automobile to drive to work, the person who 

uses it for family transport, shopping, 

camping and off roading.  This has brought 

about changes in how people view 

membership in PCA.  An example of this is 

that no longer are competitive driving events 

as popular as they had been.  The number 

one event nationally in PCA is driving tours.  

This is neither good nor bad.  It just is! 

PCA and we as a Region have to recognize 

these changes and adapt to a more complex 

and diverse relationship between the 

members and their Porsches.  This will  

become even more dramatic in the near 

future as Porsches and the customers who 

buy them continue to change. 

 From Your Editor 
By Scott Witt 

First of all, I want to thank 

everyone who provided 

feedback and commentary on 

the first edition.  It was uniformly positive, 

and for that Iôm grateful.  Just to be clear, 

this is not my own creation.  I organize, 

collect, write some of the content and do an 

initial layout, but Lee Fowler has a 

tremendous impact on what the document 

looks like when its published.  His advice 

and assistance have been invaluable.  When 

he and I think we have it right, we send it to 

Präsident Dave for final approval.  That said, 

all errors and omissions are mine, so if  

youôre cranky about something or just want 

to share the love, just let me know. 

Now, welcome to our second edition of the 

Heart Oô Dixie newsletter.  You careful 

readers will  have noticed that we have 

selected a name for the newsletter:  Das Herz 

von Dixie.  Youôll have to guess what the 

German means; Iôm sure youôll get it right! 

We had 13 submissions of names from 

various members.  The single theme that 

jumped out was the use of German in the 

title, so we went with that.  Some of the 

nominations were great, we thought, but 

very difficult  to pronounce.  Folks still argue 

over how to pronounce ñPorsche,ò so we 

kept it simple, and I think it works. (ñHerzò 

is pronounced ñHairts,ò by the way.) 

There are other noticeable changes from the 

first edition.  I did give fair warning then that 
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the newsletter was a work in progress!  

Weôve added a cover instead of just jumping 

right into things. Regan Carlile took the 

awesome picture of unlimited hydroplanes 

flying down Lake Guntersville at Hydrofest. 

Weôve also added a masthead that lists all of 

the officers and staff of the club. Finally, we 

added a ñDown the Roadò section that lists 

upcoming events; you can also find this 

information up-to-date on the website at 

www.hod.pca.org. 

At some urging from some members, weôre 

going to try out a ñGet-to-knowò section that 

introduces a member of the club and 

provides a little bio/background information.  

As Iôve gotten to know people in the club, 

Iôm always surprised by their backgrounds, 

hobbies, interests and so forth.  It might be a 

good way to connect with someone who 

shares your interests.  Anyway, I got 

volunteered to write the first iteration.  Iôm 

not going to tell any secrets, just the good 

stuff.  My wife, Fran, double-checked my 

memory for me. I would really appreciate it 

if  any of you volunteered your own 

background/bio for the next issue. Please 

give it some thought.  

Please send all material and comments 

regarding the newsletter directly to me, Scott 

Witt, at swwitt50@gmail.com.  Please 

indicate ñHOD Newsletter Inputò in the 

subject line so I donôt lose anything in my 

email stack.  Thank you very much.  Now, 

grab a cup of coffee (morning) or a glass of 

whisky (evening) and enjoy the read. 

 

 

 

Bits and Pieces 

 

Windshield Notes 
 

Windshields were a luxury back in the early 

days of automobiles.  They were optional 

and an extra feature that had to be purchased 

separately.  Without it, you had to wear cool 

goggles and scarves for protection against 

wind and bugs. 

Windshields were originally made of 

windowpane glass that could shatter on 

impact, making them quite dangerous.  

Shatterproof laminated glass like we have 

today was invented in the early 1900ôs by a 

French chemist named Edouard Benedictus.  

It was first used in automobiles in the 

1920ôs. 

Windshield wipers were invented by a 

woman named Mary Anderson, who 

patented her invention in 1903.  She got the 

idea while riding a trolley car in NYC and 

noticing that it could not keep the windshield 

clear of falling snow. 

Thirty percent of auto insurance claims are 

for windshields. 

 

 

http://www.hod.pca.org/
mailto:swwitt50@gmail.com
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About 90 percent of stone chips donôt 

become cracks. But fix it quick just in case. 

Alabama law is not specific on windshield 

cracks, but federal safety law is:  

¶ Windshields must be free from 

damage in the area starting at the top 

of the steering wheel up to within two 

inches of the top of the windshield.  

¶ A single crack that is not intersected 

or joined with other cracks is 

permissible providing it does not cross 

the driverôs view through the 

windshield. 

¶ An area of damage, such as a chip, 

that is smaller than ¾-inch in diameter 

is permitted, providing that it is not 

within three inches of another area of 

damage. 

Windshield replacement is a big deal; make 

sure it is done by certified professionals.  

The windshield is a substantial support 

component for the carôs roof, serves as a 

backstop for airbags, and often is attached to 

in-vehicle driver assistance systems like 

cameras.  Those systems should be 

recalibrated by the dealer if you have to 

replace the windshield. 

Electric Vehicles About to Boom 

In 2018, a year when auto sales declined for 

the first time in years, electric vehicle sales 

grew 30 percent.  Though electric vehicle 

sales barely topped 1 percent of all auto sales 

in 2018, totaling 361,307, year-on-year 

increase was 81 percent.  That number is 

expected to grow very rapidly. 

Almost all automakers are kickstarting major 

electric vehicle initiatives in response to this 

automotive industry trend.  Mercedes-Benz 

will offer 50 electric versions of all its 

models by 2022.  BMW will mass-produce 

electric cars by 2020 and make 12 different 

models by 2025.  GM will add 20 new 

electric/fuel-cell vehicles to its products by 

2023.  Ford pledges to form a team to 

accelerate global electric vehicle 

development.  Volkswagen will spend $82 

billion on a multifaceted initiative to develop 

electric vehicles, mobility services, and 

autonomous driving by 2022.  Toyota is 

spending $13 billion to introduce 10 (or 

possibly more) electric vehicles in the early 

2020ôs. 

 

 

Taycan production line, Stuttgart, Germany 

Porsche is right in the middle of this.  Its first 

all-electric vehicle, the Taycan, was 

originally slated for an initial production run 

of 20,000 vehicles, but that was recently 

doubled to 40,000 vehicles.  It should be in 

showrooms by the end of the year, but orders 

for the model are already higher than 

expected, with pre-order numbers already 

high enough to account for all US Taycan 

deliveries through 2020.  Strongly 

encouraged by this, Porsche recently 

announced that it will switch one of its best-

sellers, the Macan small SUV, to all-electric 

in the next few years. 
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Panamera and Cayenne Recalls 
 

Porsche is recalling 340,000 Cayennes and 

Panameras worldwide due to a problem with 

their automatic transmissions. The recall 

affects 2010-2016 Panameras and 2003-2010 

Cayennes. A Porsche spokesman told 

Reuters that the cars might roll away when 

parked on an incline because of a fragile part 

in the connection between the gear lever and 

transmission. About 100,000 of the recalled 

vehicles were sold in the U.S. 

The part is the gear selector cable bushing. 

Itôs made of plastic and isnôt as durable as it 

needs to be. If the bushing comes loose, the 

transmission could show park when the car 

is in a different gear. Porsche is telling 

owners to use the parking brake whenever 

they park their cars until they get to a 

dealership and get the problem fixed. 

No injuries have been reported. The part will 

be replaced free of charge.  

You can look up recalls for Porsches at this 

link: 

https://recall.porsche.com/prod/pag/vinrecall

lookup.nsf/VIN?ReadForm. 

 

 Enter your 17-digit VIN in the box to see if 

your vehicle is in the recall.  

  

 

Letôs Have Dinner (and Breakfast) 
 

 

Thanks to our hostess, Fran Witt, we had 

some great meals this past quarter. 

Breakfast was at the Blue Plate Café in 

April, well attended even in the rain.  Great 

food and service, as always.  I donôt know 

the name of the woman who runs the show 

there, but donôt mess with her system. She 

has it down to an art.  

 

Joe Still, Bob Boller, and Chuck Drake, headed 

for the Blue Plate table of offerings.  Pretty 

chipper for this early in the morning!  

In May and June, we were at the Metro 

Diner on 72E in Madison for early Saturday 

morning chow.  The food and service were 

excellent and they made a point of telling us 

we were welcome any time at all.  Those of 

us who eat there regularly will attest to 

trying the specials that are always on offer. 

Just a reminderéwhen youôre coming to 

breakfast, please remember to bring some 

canned food items for our charity effort with 

the North Alabama Food Bank.  Weôre 

trying to fill Dave Benderôs trunk up each 

time!  After our turnout at the Metro Diner, 

we had a total of 166.1 lbs of food to 

contribute.  Well done to all who helped with 

this! 

At the diner, Lee Fowler, resident Supreme 

Curmudgeon, presented a handsome, 

handmade-by-Lee wooden pen to the 

member who correctly guessed the name of 

our website mystery member.  Karen Trevey 

https://recall.porsche.com/prod/pag/vinrecalllookup.nsf/VIN?ReadForm
https://recall.porsche.com/prod/pag/vinrecalllookup.nsf/VIN?ReadForm
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got the prize for naming Rich Corbeille as 

the handsome young stud in the picture.  

Check our website for the next victims. 

 

Packing it in at the Metro Diner.  

Dinners this quarter were also great.  We 

revisited Waltonôs Southern Table in April 

and it was terrific.  Itôs a popular place and 

the parking was a little constrained, but the 

chow was excellent, and the turnout was 

good. 

 

Dinner at Waltonôs Southern Table. Fran just 

moves too fast for my camera. 

 

Porsche makes beautiful cars! 

In May we tried a new place that Fran 

discovered, and that was The Railyard in 

Decatur.  We thought for sure the traffic on 

I-565W would be awful at that time of day 

going from Huntsville to Decatur, but it was 

practically non-existent.  Fran and I had left 

early to get things organized and we were 

there about an hour ahead of time.  We 

parked in back where all the parking is, but 

no one else did. So, at the appointed hour, 

when we thought no one was going to show 

(and I was thinking Iôm going to have to buy 

my way out of here), we went around to the 

front, and there were Porsches everywhere.  

Anyway, The Railyard got rave reviews 

from the folks who attended. They took great 

care of us, and most of the kitchen staff took 

turns sneaking out to take a look at the cars. 

 

First time at The Railyard in Decatur. Weôll be 

back! 

 

Larry and Denise Pelham at The Railyard. We 

donôt see them often enough! 
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Juneôs dinner was in Providence, in 

connection with our annual HOD Porsche 

display on the green in the middle of the 

village. The weather could not have been 

better.  Thirty members and some guests 

showed up and I counted 20 cars on the 

lawn, all looking pretty darn good! 

Last year when we did this, we all 

descended on the Mellow Mushroom for 

dinner and just about killed them.  There 

were 45 of us and they just could not 

handle the load.  This year, one of our 

members (I think it was Regan Carlile) 

suggested that we just let everyone go to 

whatever restaurant they wanted (there are 

nine within about 50 yards), or just bring 

food and picnic on the green.  So that is 

what we did, and it worked great.  You can 

get a drink in a purple cup from any of the 

establishments and walk around outside 

with it.  Nice! 

 

Improving the looks of Providence with our 

Porsches. 
 

Weôre always looking for new venues to try 

out.  If you come across a restaurant that has 

great food, room for 25-35 people to sit 

together, and plenty of parking, let Fran 

know at witt1610@gmail.com and sheôll 

check it out and talk to the management.  If 

we think it will work, weôll recommend it to 

President Dave and take it from there. 

 

Technical Sessions 
 

Grill Installation 

We had a couple of very interesting tech 

sessions this quarter.  In April, Jim Cambron 

opened up his garage(s) and hosted a grill 

screen installation session. There were about 

18 members who showed up, some to work, 

some to help, and some to watch and learn.  

Putting in the grill can be tricky.  First, you 

have to remove the wheels (easy) and then 

the front bumper without breaking anything.  

Luckily, Jim has the know-how and all the 

tools to get it done. Then, you have to 

develop your template and cut your screen to 

fit. After attaching the screen to the bumper, 

you re-install the bumper and you are good 

to go. 

 

Installing a grill at Jim Cambronôs garage. 

Itôs not as easy as it looks. 

 

You also got a chance to paint your hubs 

with heat-resistant paint. They look 1000% 

better when youôre done and they wonôt rust 

as they age.  Not insignificantly, there was 

plenty of coffee and donuts to energize the 

mailto:witt1610@gmail.com

















































